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Deciphering the rules that cause small chemical building blocks (“subcomponents™) to self-
assemble into complex and functional structures, particularly in parallel, within chemical

My favorite place on earth is ... Yosemite National Park.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been ... the identification of the Higgs

Boson.

The greatest scientific advance in the next decade will be ... successfully predicted by someone well

above my pay grade.

M y biggest motivation is ... the sense that we scientists might be helping to pave the way for our

descendants’ destiny out among the stars.

My favorite piece of research is ... Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species”.

I my opinion, the word “scientist” means ... curiosity-driven.

I chose chemistry as a career because ... nothing else seemed as interesting and compelling.

My most exciting discovery to date has been ... the white phosphorus thing (see below).

The downside of my job is ... pretty minimal, compared to most jobs.

When I’'m frustrated I ... listen to music by the band “Nine Inch Nails”.

M y favorite author is ... Thomas Pynchon. Vladimir Nabokov is also up there.

My favorite food is ... Chicago-style deep-dish pizza, or most Japanese food.

M y favorite piece of music is ... Beethoven’s 7th Symphony, 2nd movement.
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